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Superintendent Message

Spring is a great time to pause and think about new growth. I
recently went on a walk noticing the many varieties of plants
and wildlife right in my own neighborhood; trees blossoming,
grass growing and birds chirping. Trees may take years to
mature while some plants only have a season. For me, the
sights and smells of spring are truly invigorating.
 
This made me think of the change and growth our school
system has endured. Our ‘growing season’ has been a full year
of development. Perhaps not as invigorating as a springtime walk, the growth that our system
has undergone has given me a newfound appreciation of teaching and learning. Staff members
are revamping alternative learning options, teachers have grown in their professional learning,

Upcoming Dates:

May 3-7: Teacher Appreciation Week
May 5: Vaccination Clinic for Teens
May 10: School Board Meeting
May 24: School Board Meeting
May 28: No School, Emergency Make-Up Day
May 31: No School, Memorial Day
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and students have learned adaptive skills to serve them now and in the future. Our collective
progress amazes me. It has truly been more than just a season of growth for all of us.
 
As education evolves, so does our appreciation for teachers of all kinds. This year in
particular, teacher appreciation has taken on a whole new meaning. Teachers help our
students bloom, grow and thrive. Always, but especially in celebration of Teacher Appreciation
Week May 3-7, I want to express my deep gratitude to our teachers for their continued efforts
to serve students and families.
 
Please join with me in celebrating teachers and the unanticipated learning that has taken place
these last several months. What may be perceived as learning loss this year, is an incredible
opportunity for growth and renewal.

Full-Time In-Person Instruction for Fall

Puyallup School District is planning to offer full time in-person
instruction �ve days per week for all students in the 2021-22
school year. Health and safety measures like mask wearing
and physical distancing will likely remain requirements, but we
are committed to �nding creative solutions to return all
students, in all grades, full-time. That said, we realize some
families may have an educational preference and want an alternative learning model for their
child.
 
Families with students currently enrolled in Continuous Distance Learning (CDL) who seek a
distance learning option for fall will be offered an Alternative Learning Experience (ALE)
through Puyallup Digital Learning (PDL). This accredited online program will offer four
alternative learning options for grades K-5 and �ve alternative learning options for grades 6-12.
Families can choose which option best suits their child’s needs, based on learning
requirements and parent involvement. Current CDL families will be asked to participate in a
Program Interest Survey April 30 – May 7 to help us in our fall enrollment planning and to
provide feedback.
 

Do families need to register for school or enroll in a learning model for fall? 
No. Just like in a typical school year, registration is not necessary unless you are new to
the district or entering Kindergarten. We are planning for a return of all students,
regardless of current learning model. 
 
What should families do if they are interested in a remote, alternative learning option? 
Families seeking an alternative learning experience for fall should submit the Program
Interest Survey April 30 – May 7 and visit the Puyallup Digital Learning website for more
information. Fall enrollment for remote learning under Puyallup Digital Learning will open

http://pdl-puyallup.ss11.sharpschool.com/about_us
https://pdl.puyallup.k12.wa.us/news/what_s_new/continuous_distance_learning_for_fall_2021
https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalid=141151&pageid=158036
https://pdl.puyallup.k12.wa.us/news/what_s_new/continuous_distance_learning_for_fall_2021
https://s.smore.com/u/9ef8e7d83874eb21f0aa26ee924c96fa.jpg


late Spring. 
 
Will the COVID-19 vaccine be required for fall? 
State laws dictate vaccination requirements. Currently, the COVID-19 vaccine is not a
requirement for school entry. Immunization requirements for public schools can be
accessed on the Department of Health website.

 
Information will continue to be shared with families as back-to-school, in-person plans evolve.

Summer Learning Academy Job
Postings

Are you interested in summer employment opportunities? A
variety of job postings ranging from teachers and support staff
to COVID coordinators will be posted for Summer Learning
Academy by May 5. Professional learning will be provided
before the program begins.
 
Summer Learning Academy, a regionalized summer school, half-day program will be offered to
students identi�ed as needing academic support or credit retrieval. Each region in the district
will offer this program at one high school, one junior high school, and one elementary school
per region. The half-day, morning program will be held July 6 – Aug. 5, Tuesdays through
Thursdays. The program will focus on reading and math in grades K-6, core academic skills in
grades 7-8, and credit retrieval in grades 9-12.
 
Program Locations:

Region 1: ERHS, GVJH, and Sunrise
Region 2: RHS, BJH, and Firgrove
Region 3: PHS, KJH, and Stewart

May is Mental Health Awareness Month

May is right around the corner and a good opportunity to
remind employees of our Employee Assistance Plan, a
program offering hands-on tools and information for staff and
immediate family members in response to the challenges of
daily life.
 
Log in to the Employee Assistance Program for information on COVID resources, emotional
wellbeing, relationships, �nances, legal matters, and health. Username: puyallupsd 

Teen Vaccination Clinic May 5
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Space is still available! Although, the COVID-19 vaccine is not
a requirement for school entry, you can help us in our
reopening efforts by sharing vaccination information with
teens ages 16 and up.
 
PSD, in partnership with Kirk’s Pharmacy, is hosting a
vaccination clinic for students ages 16 and up. The 2-dose
P�zer vaccine will be administered May 5 at Rogers High
School. The second dose will be administered May 26.
 
Can’t make the May 5 vaccination date? No problem. Head to Pierce County’s vaccination
clinic at the Tacoma Dome through May 11. The site is open daily, 12 – 8 p.m. Those ages 16
and up are eligible to register.

COVID Activity Update

As of April 28, TPCHD reports the 14-day case rate per 100K is
353.1. The 14-day case rate offers the most reliable look at
COVID-19 disease burden on Pierce County and it includes a 6-
day data lag.
 
Staff must remain diligent in mitigating disease transmission.
With proper mask wearing, social distancing, and cleaning/sanitizing measures, we can ensure
our school environments are as safe as possible. Staff members are asked to use Teams for
meetings when possible and avoid group meetings in closed spaces when possible. We want
to do all we can to reduce exposure risks.
 
Link to the latest PSD COVID-19 data here.
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